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April 23, 2014 

 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 

Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Re: NORTHGATE LINK LIGHT RAIL STATION NON-

MOTORIZED ACCESS PROJECT -TIGER application City of Seattle 

  

 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

The Meadowbrook Community Council represents the residents and 

businesses in NE Seattle from Lake Washington to Lake City Way NE.  

Our community has long requested more sidewalks and pedestrian 

amenities.  The public meetings about proposed sidewalk projects are 

historically among the best attended meetings of the Meadowbrook 

Community Council. 

Our Council has previously strongly supported the designation by the 

City of Seattle of NE 105
th
 Street as an east/west pedestrian corridor.  In 

addition, we have requested and obtained the installation of many new 

sidewalk sections along NE 105
th

 Street where none has existed before.   

The goal is to allow east – west pedestrian travel in North Seattle where 

none has previously existed.  Unfortunately, while the City of Seattle 

has paved sidewalks in the central part of the City, there are few paved 

sidewalks in North Seattle because when the City annexed the area 

north of 85
th

 Street, there were few sidewalks.   Since annexation, the 

City has had only limited funding to install isolated sidewalk sections in 

north Seattle. 

The City of Seattle’s North District Neighborhoods’ Plan, which 

involved input from over 10,000 residents in NE Seattle and was 

adopted in 1999, had as one of its goals, creating a pedestrian corridor 

http://www.meadowbrookcouncil./
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along NE 105
th
.  The Plan stated: “Strategy3:  Enhance pedestrian-

related amenities to encourage both “walk-to-shop” and recreational 

walking.  Our priorities, in order, for sidewalks are: 1) sidewalks 

installed on streets adjacent to schools and on identified safe routes to 

schools, 2) sidewalks installed within the core business area, 3) 

sidewalks in multifamily neighborhoods, and 4) east/west pedestrian 

corridors at NE 105
th

 Street. The corridor was requested by the residents 

of north Seattle, because there were NO continuously paved east-west 

pedestrian routes in NE Seattle in the 40 block area north or south of 

105
th
 Street!  Since the adoption of the Plan by the City of Seattle, the 

City has installed sidewalks in a number of sections along the 105
th
 

corridor where there had been no sidewalks. 

The proposed creation of a new pedestrian bridge across Interstate 5 

between 100
th
 and 103

rd
 would be a huge benefit to opening up east-

west pedestrian travel in north Seattle.  Interstate 5 (I-5) runs 

north/south through Seattle and is a significant barrier to east-west 

pedestrian and bicycle circulation.   

The bridge’s proposed location next to North Seattle Community 

College (located on the west side of I-5) should encourage college 

students, who are of an age where their low income and fitness makes 

them ideal candidates - to walk or bicycle to class from the residential 

areas east of the campus.  There are no dorms for the students, so all 

14,000 students must commute to class and this will be a big 

inducement for them to commute by foot or bicycle instead of using 

their car.    

On the east side of I-5 and the proposed bridge, is Northgate Shopping 

Center, the largest enclosed shopping center in the northern half of the 

City.  Creating this attractive pedestrian bridge across I-5 will 

encourage residents on the western side of I-5 to walk/bicycle to the 

shopping center, instead of using their cars. 

105
th
 Street has a number of public parks, public lands, public schools, 

and City Community Centers which border it on the north or south side 

of the street, making it a major draw for pedestrians and bicyclists.   

When the federal government created Interstate 5, it was a great benefit 

to north-south vehicular traffic, to the great detriment of east-west 

pedestrian/bicycle circulation.  Little was done to ameliorate the harm 

to pedestrian and bicycle circulation in north Seattle.  Now the federal 

government has a chance to help mitigate the damage done to 

pedestrians and bicyclists from the construction of this north-south 

freeway, which cut our City in half. 

We hope you will recognize the need and fund this much needed 

improvement to the pedestrian/bicycle environment in Seattle.  The City 
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has installed a number of sidewalks along 105
th
 street since the adoption 

of the Plan in 1999, but without this funding Interstate 5 will remain a 

major barrier to achieving the goal of an attractive east/west corridor for 

pedestrians and bicyclists.  Based on feedback we have received over 

the years from our constituents, we believe this project has broad public 

backing and we strongly support it! 

 

Sincerely,  

Meadowbrook Community Council 

 

Signed 

 

Daniel Keefe, President 

 

cc:   

Senator Patty Murray 

Senator Maria Cantwell 

Governor Jay Inslee 
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